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This resource is developed with the purpose and goal of raising awareness regarding issues of 

asylum, migration and the global refugee crisis as a whole. The questions can be used to generate 

debate within a variety of different groups ranging from individuals with no prior experience of 

the subject to those with knowledge and expertise in the field. Deliberation and an exchange of 

ideas is ultimately one of the first steps towards having well informed policy solutions to many of 

the problems prevalent throughout the resource. Useful statistics and facts produced by Debating 

Europe have been included and can be used to inform as well as support discussion on the variety 

of topics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The content of this document represents the views of the authors only and is their sole responsibility. The 
European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it 
contains.” 



 

1. Should asylum seekers have the right to choose their preferred destination 

within the European Union or is any shelter better than no shelter?  

 

2. Should EU Member States accepting refugees have a duty to allocate 

resources towards integrating refugees into the general population?  

 

3. Should the EU implement policy that relocates refugees from Member States 

with high asylum recognition rates such as Greece or Italy to Member States 

with lower asylum recognition rates?  

 

4. Is it wrong for EU Member States along the Mediterranean such as Italy to 

block migrant vessels from its ports? Or is it a necessary step because Italy, 

despite being on the frontline of the migrant crisis, has not received sufficient 

solidarity from its European partners? 

 

5. Should border patrol agencies be legally permitted to obtain fingerprint or iris 

scans of all incoming refugees even without their consent?  

 

6. Should refugees have to go back to their country once it is safe or should they 

have the option of staying and requesting residency or citizenship in their new 

country?  
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7. Should richer EU Member States take more refugees?  

 

8. Should smaller countries be excluded from refugee resettlement schemes?  

 

9. Is there a conflict for EU Member States between helping refugees and 

helping their own citizens?  

 

10. Should more people house refugees in their home or is it the government’s job 

to look after vulnerable asylum seekers and refugees? 

 

11. Would you host a refugee in your home if you were paid for it?  

 

12. Is deterrence in the form of stricter security measures or poor living conditions 

an effective approach to minimize the influx of refugees in Europe?  

 

13. Should Europe prioritize asylum claims from individuals with children or minors 

ahead of those without?  

 

14. Should asylum seekers be legally allowed to work in their host countries? Or 

would that risk a voter backlash in countries already worried by 

unemployment and migration?  

 

15. Should refugees’ assets be seized if they are unable to pay for their housing?  

 

16. Should climate change be included as a ground on which an individual can 

claim asylum?  

 

17. Is the refugee crisis eroding Europe’s humanitarian values?  
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